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ιιfιι unanιν.·eredqueationιabouι Minoanand Mycenaean pala~earohi · 
tooture, hebeginιwi tlι aιurνey of theprincipalcharacteriιtic featureι 
and elementι of the Palace. Emphaιis is giνen to their ppearance_,at 
Gournia, ν.•bich ?ιίrι. Ηaν.·eι e::ι:caνated and publish . 

LeslieSiιear,Jr.locturedon''Minoaninflue inthe MainJand: 
Varialι nιofOpinionsince 1900.- Hebeginsindee ν.·itlι aιhortaooouιιt 
of theo inionι o f e::ι:caνators, buthe is mostly ncerned ιο det~cribe 

thedifferι characters of M.inoanand Myce ean art, Jl e illuιtrateι 
the&e in me I ν.·ork, pottery, and architect al planι and doooration, 
with moat emp siι on tlιe ν.·οrkι in each of ese media in whic lι a blend
ingcanbeιeeno Mycenaeanιtructural nda?ιfinoandecoratiνeform. 

Emily Townsc d Vermeule lectu d ση τJιe Decline and Eod 
of Minoanand Myce ean Culture.- itb illustrationsfrom dooorated 
pottery,ιmalltcrracot figureι,a latcMinoan and Myccoαeαn pic-
toria1 painting, ιlιe calls to atte ion t he imporιanco and ιatisfaction 
of ιtudying not onlytho at onuments of the Bronze Age's proa· 
JΙOrity,buttlιesimplcrartat ughwhiclιsucceswrsof theMycenaeans 
tranιformed the BronzeAge ditions contin uously until tlιey booame 
partoftlιeGreek heritage. 

St.erling Dον.· lootur (I on ·· ·ιeracy : the Palace Bureaucracieι, 
the Dark Age, Homer.- η the first ction lιe conaiden both tlιe hiι
torical implicatioιιι of the ν.τiting of rei!k in Linear Β at Κηοιιοι, 

and the long difficu y ιclιolars had in ognizing tlιat it indced waι. 
lnthe seco ιιd , he c ιideτawbyν.·ehaνe no ~itingfromGreecehetν.·een 
thelateeι Linear texta and theearliestG a1phabetic inιcriptions. 
l n thefinal ιec on, he ιhowιho"· fortunate ί Ί foruι that l-lomer 
liνediuaoag whichjoinedjustιherightamount filliteracywithjuιt 
the riglιt untandlιindofliteracy -ιιo tbathiι ιnscouldbeboth 
compoιed d preιerνed. 

The Jectureι are aι good ιο read, and aιbandso ly published, 
a.ιthey eretobear. 

ιns ·uιe for !Uiωarclι in the ll umanitieιι ElιiJ.IE'I"I' L. ΒΕΝΝΕ , JR 

~ Uni~enιityof\Viιconιi~ . . · 

John Ο. l atrιdes, Βαlkαιι Trιaιιgk. Βιrιh αιιd Dιciιιu of an Alliame 
Across ldeokιgical Bouιιdarίu . The Hague, Moutoo, 1968. Ϊ>ρ. 211 . 

Bismarckonce remarked of the Balkaos thatit ia not worth ι lιe 
boneιof asinglePomeraniangrenadier. lf onoweretotakethisexprea-



aion aeriouιιly,lιe ν.'Ould conclude tha~ all the wιιπ, c ri aeι and intriguea 
thaL ha\·e characteri tecl the Dalkan peniιιsula as ιlιe poν.·der keg of 
Euroιιe ν.Όuld haνe been in νain. 

Great Ρον.·eπ, hoν.'θ \'er, aucb 88 Russia (later USSH), Au8tήa

Hungary, Germany, GreaL Britai ιι, and more recently the United State8, 
ha\•econιιideredtheBalkaιιs notonlyworththeirtroublebιιLai&Othe 

~~: ::e:. major war i11 order to maintain tlιeir balance of inΠuence in 

l t iιι with thί8 controνenial peninsulathatthecarefully researchod, 

sclιolarly work of P rofeasor latrides is concerned. τιιe \'Oiume CO\'On 
a period froιn 194.1 to the preseιι~ t ime, alllιouglι ίtιι main emplιαs i ι 

a to ιιsaround l 956. τlιefocusof thebook ison atriangularpolitico

strategic ιystem formed by Yugoslaνiα, TurkO)' and Greece 
Ί'Ιι ο B(ι/kan Triangle begiιιs ί ιι tlιesettingof\Vorld \Var 11. l tcare

full y traces ιlιο rise anιl organi~atioιι of commuιιisιn ίιι Υιιgοslανία 

and Greece aroωιJ tlιe cause of aιιti- fascist resistance moνementι 
Tito ίι descrihed as aelf-made man (not 8 Soνiet-imposed pιψpet) 

wlιo Ιι8ιι cle8reut, JΙCΓΙΙ(Ηιal ohjectiνes suclι as tlιe creation of a Jαrge, 

Yugosla\'·Co ιιtrollod Balk8ιι foderatioιι v.·lιich ν.•oulcl include Bulga
ria, Albania and large portionsofGreece. TheTito-Stalin dispute, and 
the sιι lιsequent break of Yugos\8\'·Soνiet relations, se r \'Oι 88 ono of 
the primary moti\'08 for Yug~laν diaorieιιtation, momcntary iιola

tion, a ιιd tlιen itι ··pragmatic~ turn tow8rd t he \Vest ν.·hich eιι u8lly 

;:;~r:.~ιically- exteιιιl 8 a lιelping hand to a droν.·ning ~rriendly com-

Greeceisdepicted asacountr)·torn byciνil"'·ar,conteιted byde
terminedcommuni8tand nationalistgrou psthatprefcrν.·artocompro
mise. τιιe clefeaι of tlιe Greek commuιιists is almost as certain &8 doatlι 

is ίη t raged~·- τιιe Grook cornmunists are fighting an imprudent ν.·ar 
against tlιestrategic accomoιlationιιof ιheglobalsystem. τιιeSονίοtι 

lιad ιιeνerιιlaced any lιopeontlιerntotraιιsform G.-eece intoa PoopleB 
Democracy for they lιadsimply "'ritten thecountr)'Off intotlιe B ritish 

sιιlιcre of inrluence (percentages agreeme ιι ι). The YugoBiaνs, fort lιei r 

part, supported tlιe Grook communists with impunity ο ιιly ΒΟ long aι 
tlιey ν.•ere in frionιlly torms with Mo8cowand they had sometlιingto 
gain iιι Greooe. Aftcr tlιe Tito-Slalin rift, tlιe Greek oommunists opted 
for Stalin ιιnd Titoslιut tlιe gates of his priνileged sanctuary to the 
Greek communist8. 

T urkey is studied less ίη termιι of ίιs internal politica] ιιi tuation 



and moreaaaoountrytbatbaρpeαιιtosita.stridetheιtrategicιtraiιι 
ofBoιρhoruιand tlιeD8rdanelles8ndrubsunderbellieιwiththeUSSR. 

The author masterfιιlly ~-e8νeι hiι argument, shifιing thiι setιing 

from oountrytooountry and thuιbuildingthestage forthe ιigning 
of the Ankara treaty and the Bled alliance (the Balkan ριιct). 

\\'hat is it that dra~'l three diιsi mllar countries as Greece, Yugo· 
ιla,•iaand Turkey together? latridesclearly suggests th8t the Pactc8n 
be explained 88 the si mρle result of sbort-range, tactical security 
ιι eedιoftheparticipants. 

Yugoslaνia ~·as threateιιed in tlιe late 1940s~·ith economio ρara
lysis, Soνiet military inter\'ention and cultural isolatioιι. Simultane
ously it lι8d a burning dispιιte with l taJy oνer Tήeste, 8 dispute with 
Bulgaria "irridenta" oνer Macedonia, and .,..·ould add I ( l ιιtrides doeι 

nottreattlιisιubject) ι.ι bitterdispute .,..• i tlι Hoxza and Slιelnι in Alba
ιιia. An association ,,·iιlι Greece 8Πd Turkoy (indirectly Ι ίιιkίιιg Jιer 

"'ith ΝΑΤΟ) '''Ould lιaνe improνed Yugosla \·ia's positionon all tlιese 

frontι by ιt rengt lιc ιι ing lι er bargaining ~-eight. 
Greooe, aJso, lιad much to gaiιι by cnteriιιg ί ιι tο the Pact for itι 

νulnerable(20mile\νide)striρof l8nd unitingMacedoniaand \\'eslern 
Thrace was ΒJΙ "attracti\'θ nuiιsance" to a Bulgaria wlιiclι lι8& tra
ditionally longed for β -wίndo~·" facing tlιe Aegean sea 

Turkey'ι main gaiιι \\'Ould be that of 8haring the burden \\'iliι 

Yugoslaνiaof ιnaintaining Grcece as 8 νί8ble and secure member of 
ΝΑΤΟ. This, in turn, "·ould prevent the Soνiet bloo from gaining an 
overland,directaocesstotlιeMediterranean"''hiclι\\·ould diminislι the 
etrat.egicιigιιificanceoftlιeStraits. 

latridee,incideιιtall y, describeι intelligentl)•the lagbet~·eentheρo

liticalneedforaeecuritypact(reachingit8peakinl952)andtheinsti
tutionalization of thisιιeed in 1953-4 coming at β time ~·Ιιeη the Ycry 
reasonιfortheexiιtenceofthiepactbegintodissipate 

The three oountrieι are obligcd to put aside, or frooze, basic dif
fercnces in order to sig ιι tlιe Pact. Yngos.)a,·ia play& down tlιe peren
nial "Macedonian Question" dealing \\'ith allegedly Slaνic miιιoritieι 
ίιι Greek Macedoιιia. Greece, in turn, exempts Tito from its tlιeoretical 
νilifioation 8go.inst communists and opens the port of Thossaloniki 
88 a resupply root to lιim. Greece and Turkey soft-pedaJ basio i ssυes 

ιuch 68 fislιing riglιts 8nd C)·pru8 (the latter \\'aιlater to serνeas ιιa\1-
beareroftlιepracticaJJystill-born pact). 

Turkey andYugoιlaν ia haYe to ignorea traditionof hoιtility8nd 



a situation of ideological incompatibilit~· ooupled v.':ίtb mutual cultural 
and economic indiHerence. 

latrides carefull y documentι ιιnd describes the slιort.- li ν{!(l organ
iι:ιιtional st rιι cture and fu nctions of the Balkan pιι cι. l t ha.s the usual 
trιιppings of typical international organizations, but v.•ith some imρor
tant dirrerenc:es. For instance the Pact bas a "roYing Secretariat" 
whosecmployeeι ιιreidentified aιnational delegates ratlιer tlιan inter
national ci\• il ser\•ants. τlιe Balkan pact, like ΝΑΤΟ, sought to ce
mentitιsecιιrity functionv.·itlιYariousfunctionaltrappingstlιatmiglιι 

se<:ure itι νiabilit~· in times of detente. Proposals v.·ere made to estab
lislι a Consultotiνe A8sembl~· of parlίnmeιιtn riaιι s and establish scores 
of cultural , ecoιιomic, political and scientific entaιιglements. None of 
tbese, hov.·eνer, lcftthe phaseofthe drartingtable. 

l atridcs, iιι slιort,dcacribestlιefrustration ofanarea'νlι i clιisnot 

aιιatural"secoritycommωιity"and v.·hich seekstojuxtaposea defe ιι se 

structureoιιtop ofnnotlιerv.isecool and lιosti lc setofin terrelation 

ships. 
The seeds of tlιe Pact'8 dissolution v.·ere nlready ίιι grov.•tlι at the 

time of its signing. Tlιe autlιor attributes the atrophy of the Balka ιι 

pact to a numberofstrategic and tactical reasons 
τlιedeathofStalin gaνe birth to the5oν iet "peaceoffeιιsiνeM 

oftl1e ηιid - Ι 950ι. Tlιenatureoft1ιe5oν iett hreatbecamecorrespoιιding

lylesι~acute,reachingalιiglιpoinιofthav.·t1Ιroughout1955.τlιe 

Κhruιhclιev νis i t to Yugosla,•ia(May Ιlι, 1955) createsastateof i ιιd e

cision for Tito. Νο lo ιι ger isolated b~· tlιe communi~t ca mp he feels more 
atlιomev.·it lι apolicyofιιon-al ignment(thaι cangiγe himglobal pro
minence) ratlιer tlιan a ιιolicy of \\'estern 5ecurity orientation (tlιnt 

diminishes bοιlι lιis prestige, rι exibίliιy and independeιιce). lmplied 
in l atrideιι treat ιnenι is his admiration for the relati\e νcrsat ili ty, agi· 
lity, inιlependeιιce and cool pro fess i o ιι alism witlι which Tito's Yugo
slaνia lιQSpursueιllιerpost-"'arforeignpolicics. 

τιιe secoιιd ιιιajο r c11use of llιe Pa.ct'a chronic, if not ratal, di&eaJΙe 
is the Cyprus issue whiclι ιJoiso ιιed tlιe relation or a triangle ιnade up 
by Tιιrkey, Βriιaί ιι and Greece. τtιe author describes the νicissitudeιι 

ofthis di sputewlιi clιbroug!Jt tlιe "allieιι" ofGreece and Turkey to t lι e 

brinkof waratleast tlι reetimeBinιlιcpasιfifteenyea!'fl. PerlιaιJs, witlι 

ιlιe 1\(o&cow Peace Offensi\'θ aιιd tlι e rcsultant blurring of tlιe Soνiet 

tlιreat, Greece and Turkey could nfford the luxury of pursuing tlι e ir 

οwιι narrow national intercats rather tlιan playinga coιιcerted role of 



"allίed ιtrengtlι" withintbeglobalgameofan Eaιt-\Vestooιιfroιιtation. 
l atrideιentlι biιtreatmentv.• ith, perhaps, hiιonl)' noteof norma

li,·ism in aιι otheΓ>Λ·iae dispaasionale, objootiνe antl lιighly detached 
treatment. lle wiιhes that the Bt~lkan peoples could cooperate more, 
i f neceιsaryιιnite inman)' ιmall functional v.'θ)'Ι, ιοθJΙ toincreasetheir 
v.·eaJth andv.-orιlιinuniιy, 8081 toaνoidthe impotencethstiι bred 
byoonιtantιιιιpicionandbickering,ωaatoaνoidv.·lιsthaιbeenironi-' 
cal1y called ~oaJkaniΣation.~ 

Generallyl found thebookv.·rittenin fine,clearand readableιtyle. 
η ίι generously footnot.ed and the author appeal'3 to Ιιa\'θ nearly 
exlιauιted all primary ειnd 56condary &Oιιrces a\'&ilable in tlι o Greek 
and Engliιh languages. Naturally, astbe autlιorpointιoιιt in lιis pre
face, tlιiι is not the defi ιιitiveworkon tlιiιsιιbject, sincetlιetlιreogov· 
ernments in question ιιre ιtill guarding tlιe con fi dentiιιlity of tlιeir 

arc lιiνeι 
1'1ιere ιιreanumberof uniνersal pointsthateιnerge frorntlιe tli ι· 

cussion in tiH! Balkan Trίangle tl1at merit brief mention lιerc. ι: i rst 
aιιd fo remost is tlιe 1eB80n that, gίνeιι propercircumslaιιces, it ίι poι
ιil>le for commuιιiιt and capitalist gG\'erιιmentι to find enouglι of an 
identity of iιιtereιtι to allow for tlιe signingof political and ιnilitar)' 
poctι. Sccond, thειt it ia possiblefor ιwο communistcountrieι to eome 
to the brink of war. τtιe concluaion hu, therefore, been drawn that 
nationalism haι pro,·en 80 far a much more potent for<:e t han eommu· 
niεm, and tlιat iιιternational, communisL relations poured muelι οΙ 
the old ~.,.,·ar -diplomaey~ wiιιe into a new boιιle \abe1\ed "fraterιιal 
ιooiaJist iιιternstionaJ relations. ~ Ιιι good proportion tlιe book ai&O il
lustrateι tlιaι eommunist (u v.·el\as cspiιaliιL) nationι are ready to 
so ft-peda l oradjusιtlιeirideologicsldoetri nesintheinteresιof ιurνi· 

\'βiOΓθ\'61\θXpθdiency 
Tlιelast, ιιηd perhaps major,oontribution ofthiι book iι in tlιe 

ιιrea of ~ιιlliance tlιeor~',~ Marslιa11 Tito ίιι hiι eryptie passage, quoted 
in tlιo fronι of tlιe preface, &Ccepts t he David Mitraιιy functioιιalisι 
llιeιisof inlernationalorganization. i.e. \Vithout ecoιιomic, eoci α l aoιl 
cιιltural cooporation to begin "'itlι, it is diffi c ιιlt if not imJΙO&eίl.ιle to 
lιaνe l astiιιg ιιolit i cal coo ιιeratioιι. latrides seems to haνe adopted tlιίι 
ιlιesie. Porlιops tlιis ie true. Perlιaps in tlιe νicious C~'ele of politi eιιl 
νι. C!."οιιοιηίe JΙΓereqιιisites fo r eoexistence tlι e queιt ion ιti11 remaiιιs • 
oncof"•lιαιcωnc firstt.lιeclιickcιιor thecgg 
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