
ExtrajudicialDecla rat i onνittιafroteιt 

PanteleimonBiιhopandMetroJ1olitanofThessa1oniki 

l)HiaAHHolinasstiΙeBcumeπicalfatriarchWgr. ι.thenagoraa 

2)Hi a'Exce llencytheReι:;ent,GeneralGeorge Zoitakia 

lιΙthenειroeofourLordJeιιusChri ate.ndintheιιyeιιofOoda.ndthe 

ChristJanWorld,lproteatformyconvi ctionwhichisveryunjustaιΙd&bsolutely 

contrarytotheιιacredcanonsoftheChurch . 

Onthedeciιiontakef1&gai nstme,onthe28thof Februaryl968 , 

bytheapecialnew lyfσuπdedec:clesi&.!lticalsynodicCourtfor Biahopa,formed 

agaiMt the dίvίne and aacred canonι of the HolyEaaternOrthodo"Church of 

Chriat,andagainιιttheconstitutionalLa•aofadditiona.lvalue•hichregulate 

theprocedureoftheaιtocephal ousCblrch ofGreece,Ideclaretoyoutbe 

TheEmergencyLaw214 / l967isun<:ostitutiof'albecause itνiolatea 

flagruιUy the article 2 of the Conatitution of 1952 now in force, accordirιg 

towtιicbtheStatorecogniaeatotheCt..ιrchtherightanddut.,ytokeepuna haken 

tbeaac redλpoatolicandSynodicalcaπon"andtheaacred trad itiol'a."Tbe 

OrthodoxChu rchofGreecerecognizeιιour Lι:ι rdJ eιιusCl>riιιtaaHerHead,exiata 

unseperablyunit&ddogma ticalJywitiΙtheGreatGreekCIΙUrchofConetantinople 

aewallaawitheνeryothorChurchoftbesamefaith , followingexectly,aa 

theydo , thesacredApostoHcandSynodicalcanonsιondtheHolyTraditione", 

(Conetitution .. ΙArticle2par. l) . Tekingintocon.ιίderotionthatinthecanonι 

ofLhurcharein<:ludedthesixthCanonoftheSecorιd,andthe2latCιι.nonof 

thefourtJΙECUΙDOn ica.JSynods,whichCιvιonιι referίΙJgιιpeciallytothewayof 

cal l ingupoΙJarκlfonιιinge.ccusa.tione.ge.in.ιtaBi.ιhop,itieimpoeeiblefor 

theState,byaaiΙΙΙplelaw,and,-ίolatingeYeιyι:ιacredcΙΙnonwhichconιtituteι 

theadoptedrightottboincreaιedconstitutionalpower,tochange,reformand 
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Theuncoetitutionalίtyoftheaforementionedlawiaprovedalaobythe 

ThιιCanonaotEcu"'enicalSynodsthatgoverntheEaatol'f!OrthodoxChurch 

ofour Chriιtthroughtheι.ge.s , wbiehwererespectedeνenbyeneιιιiesofour 

Cb.ι rch&ι~dRaceofadifferentfaitb , formedthat rightthat,amongother 

things , regu 1 ateathe•ιwotpaasingjudgeισentonιι:emberaofClergy;Biιhopa 

included,cOimlittingc riΙDeaagainattheChurch. Thus , eccleaiasticalCourtι 

•e recreated,whichtodt.yareacceytedtobeproper toJudgeBiιιhopa under 

cha r ge. Thecompeeitlon,theright,UJdjudicialru leιιthu.tsoνe r ntheae' 

Cou rta , a r e well known and are constantl y in force t'o r ages . But , alaι , it 

waadeatirιeda1readyrortheChur chofGreece 1 νhichwaιιfoundιιdbythe 

!poatleo f Neti or>etoecquir ei taapecialCourtMartials ε.ndfor metobe 

deprivedofmyniι.turaljudge,in spiteofthefactthatibavobeeninC l ergy 

fo r four~ five year s . Thi~ Judging λuthority, o.ccordiπg to me aπd in 

ιιc cordancew1thi.heSacredandHolyCanoπιι , caπ oπlybeSyπodsβ.lldCourtιι , 

formedbyalltheBietιopsorby gove rπil@bOd.ies,inaccordancewiththe 

By-Constitutioπ(Patriarchateof Cons tantinopl e untill860) , oraccord lπgto 

theSeniorityofthe Cl er gy , asacceptedinGreece,accordingtotheapecific 

requίrθtlt6ntoftbeSynodicalToaιoaofl850 , bywhichtheChurch ofG reece 

bec11.111e wtocephaloua. So evon throustι t hi s rea11on the itcrg of the a r ticle2 

Suclιι.compoaitionofaSpecislCourttojudι:;:eaBishopwhoserved 

fo r 45yea rs,neverappeι.redinthehistotyofthe Ea.stern0rthodo r.Church , 

ai πcetouπdedtodate, exceptthecaaeoftheHolySynodfounιledbyσιerit , 

inapiteoftlιeChurch' acont raryopiπioπ , inc r easedbyfourBiahopeo ver 

50yea r eofaee . 

lnaddJtion l p roteetfortheflagrantviolationoft hefoundaιιιental 

andjudi cialnιleswhichwe reacceptedforageaaathenecoaaaryguarantee 

I alsowaaiπfonnedofthecontent•ofacoro llary byanoxamining 

magiatratoagaine tme ,cluringthetimeofmydefenceandonlyaftermyspecific 

But even aboHtion o f the principal of the exiΙΙtencc of two degreea 

o fjuriadiction,ίmpoιedbythouπconΙΙtitutionalLaw , leadaoπlytomy 

con victi onbefo rehand , becαuιιolιιhouldmentionthatthe EasternOrthodox 
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Cb.ι rch ο.Ιοeιι not recognize to anyor>e :i nfallίbi Η ty, not ~ veπ I π thla vcry cιιιιe 

oftt.enowlyfonιι&dHolySy"odlymerit , whichunderthepr oΙΙenceotfour 

add:itioπα.l Βίιιhοpι , convictι:ιd ιιιv and.,hichconstitut<;ΚI. atthe ιιarno tiιιιethe 

firstandh.:igheιtcourt,thedecisionofwhichisirrevocablc. Tlιedeviatioπ 

froιatheprincipaJoftheex.istenceoftwodegreesofj ur:iιιdi c tioniιapoaed 

bytheF.er~;encyLaw214/l967,italsohappenιιtobeuncon stitutional,being 

incoπtradictionwithtbeiteιιιofthearticle•2ιιnd8oftlιeconιιtitution 

iπforce,becauιιethtindep ri vableandιιe.c redrightof appealtoalolajorSyπod 

νaeiιapoιιedbytbe lBandlDCanonsofλntiochiaandcannotpo"iblybe 

abol i ιιh&dacco rdingtofheabovebyaιιiιzιplel&w , Thecontentιιofthe 

"lfaprieιιtordeaconur.f rockedbyhisBishop , o r aBίehopunfrocked 

by aSyπod , dtιrednιkroraheariπgbytbeKiπg , hesbouldapplyt('lamιιjor 

Synodιιrdwhatoverhetbinkshisrightisιιhou ldreporttoaSyπndwίth 

increιιsednumborofBie lιopsand he e hould accepttheire:ιιamίnιιtionand 

ιonιn caeethat aBiιιhopchancedtobedudgedfo r cer tιιinc rimee , and 

theBiehopeoftheemιoprovίπcewereofadiffereπtopinionwhether iπnoeent 

o r g.ι ilty , inιιceo rdancewiththeopinionoftheHolySynod , sonιtovanisb 

anydoubtstheBishopofthoHo1.ropolissbouldalsoc al luponotberBishops 

ofanadjacent provinee. eoaetogiveafinalunanimuseolutio"tothepr obl em 

)4oreover 1.hep rincipalofappealing,asaco::ep1.ediπthiecoun1.ry,belong• 

tothefundaaιeπtalite!DIIoftbeUΓiιιCenonicuιιofthoEαeternOrthodoxChurch. 

llnndditlontotheo.bove,anewcr i.,eagainstthechurehiseetablished 

wlththeEιDθrgencyLΔw214/1967fortheBishops. J.'orthatroaeonSt. Pn.ul 

waareferredto,ίnorderthatthepettineΙΙιιofnu r tiaιesshouldbehidden 

behi ndlιi een.yiπg•aewellaetheenti r elyunfounded , judiciallyandcanonically, 

factofreleaaeof appointmentandofforwardingofBi slιopsinaccordanceto 

pref erencesofabunchofantic lιurchagent ΙΙ . Becausewlιatotlιerbutt}je 

abιro lute self-wilJ doos tlιe ιUΌrementionOO. Emergency Lιι.w 214/ 1967 show Qy 

tlιesubmit1ont.nthoocclosiαsticCourtofBishoι>~~ thatloιι:tthe"gooιl repo rt 

lt is •orth not.icing that the lack of the n ~ood r epo rt ot thcm whίch a r e 

•ithout" i• not ίncluded within thσ ιιac red Canons nor even in Ηιe νery Holy 

Sc r ipture it•elfιmdeannotbercgarded as acriιιιe, beari ~ Jl'.'"isbnent, thi• 
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beingtheca.ιιtiiO.ttheholyCanonsdo"otprovideι:.nypunishaι~ιntfor auch 

afciluτe . I nconeequoncetherecannotbeleckofthe"good repo rt oftbeaι 

wlιicharewithout"wit houttbeexίatence oftherel ativec riιιιe . 

lti ιιagoldenCanonoftheR]ghtthepri ncipal oftlullumCri.ιon!o!ulla 

FoenaSineLege,thatίa,r>oc riιιιe,nopenaltywi tboutlaw . Tbiιprirιcipιιl 

gainedtGrthoCivilir.edhuoιanity oftheyearl215bytbeμaεnaC harta 

LibertatuaιofKingJohnanι1adoptedbyeνeryconatίtutioπofeνerycivilir.ed 

Country,includingGreecealte rl82l,becameabeaicrigbtforthoindividual, 

D.Πditwasreinforc9άbytheartίcl e2oftheConιιtitutioniπforceofl952 

"Theroiιιnocri!D&Π(Irdoeao.punisbment occur withoutnny l awe:ιιiιιting 

befor e the c ri ιoe iUe lf . There iιι never a heavie r puni shιne nt after the ac t 

Tlιi sprinc ipo.Jiιιίnc ludedintheurticlellpo.r . 2ofthol nt orno.tionιιl 

Declιιrationofllumo.nRiι;/'ιtιιof l0-12-1948o.ndtheo.rticl e 7 pnr . l .of.the 

TroatyfortlιeProtactioηofHuιιlanRightιιΙΙ iguedirRomoonlό"oν&~~bor4 ,1950 . 

Thi • princip&l1800nΙΙthattho r otroactivapowerofalawcorc erningthe 

eΙΙtιιbli•Ιuaent o rtheirιc r eaιoofthepuni shmenti.!lloutofthoqu oιt i on that 

there iΙΙ nocrimenoteνenpuni thιaentνitboutthooxi •tancoof o.lc- befo rohand. 

ThiΙΙiΙΙref errodto λ postloPaulιtreasi ng inhisle tter fortheRomo,.-,that 

it cannotpoaeiblybeconsideredtbattheree:ιt.istaavio lation andac ri m-e 

anyι (El J) ~Bu t ιi η i s not iaιput.ed when tbere ίιι no lv.w~ . 

relιιtivelo.w . Tb.isitwhenapunishιaeotcouldalsobeenforcod . Thisprincipal 

wasestabli shedbythollo lyPathersoftheChurch , whodoteilιιdthιι nιιture 

ofvorί ousc ri aιeswith t lι e res ιJectίνepuni shment o.ndinc ludedthιιtruthot 

thiιp rinc:lp alepec.\ficallyintheHolyC anonιι , deBcribiηgwhatcrimoι hould 

λιlhnvo beend e priνed unconstitutionallyand egeinι tt.heCnnonι , o.s 

l h.ιιvo nlr eαdy mentί onodin detnil,ofmy Nαtu r alJudl:(e ιtlιιι.tiιof tho proper 

andl osιιlcomιJosJt i orιof tlιoChurchSynodic Courtof thιιFirs t.Dosr ee ,nnd 

thntofλppealι ,J feolobligodtoαιkforhelpaccorJ.i nι:; tothe prιιcticannd 

traditiorι oftheEastornOrthodo x Church o.ndto apι;eo..l , acco rdingtomy rί ghta, 
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to the HcWDenicnl F ι~tricrchr.te. My cιο.•ιt• i s uniqu e ond canno t \. e coαιιpnrod 

to other nppea l s, bcιc~uιιo in other pr evious cnseΙΙ, tbe npp li cnnts wer e no t 

ill egolyαndAnticω~nnicαllydeprivedotthei rrightsoto.ppeo.lngoi nsta 

convictionbytbeFirstDegreeCourt . 

Thιιreforethe rightintheιιec:ιsesoftlwαppeαlingpαrtιιιwesconsidered 

osan unαccepUιblep l eonasr.ofjurid icti on . Butin~cαse,ΙQYdeciιιlonto 

usethu l egal 111eonsoftheappeali ngpurty,remB.insthesoleα.νoπuefortho 

sιιkeoftheCtιurc hcwthorityo.ndtheo.voidanceofnveτywicked orbitro.ry 

ln conc lusioπ , thaobser vo.nceof the HolyC nnons ,thesιιof Trndit ion, 

Prac ti ceo.ndEthi cs , ίnthennΙΙΙeofGod , :ι l-way scCJΙDpo lsme , beinenΌiιhop , 

notto withι.lrn•befo r elfiY foeι buttoproceedintlιebαttl eof reιtering 

Chur<::h' ιλut!}(!rίty . ThoΙΙlnndorer,the <:: n luιnniatorαndttιe lιumbleαccuaorof 

α C l or SYJDnn, of thoιo ~ ho spoko ngni nst mo o.nd in.11ulted mo , a r e fnced by Ι 

ΙΙi l on<:: ennddiιd niπ . i.>utihoιewho aro bnaed on!luchfo rgednndunfoundod 

accuι atlons , cαnbofncodonlybyrrι,yjudici nljuιιtificntinn . 

BΙΙcαuseofthofι..c ttiιι.ti nrrι,yco untry,bythc&ιιergencyιaw2 14/1967, 

Ihnνe beendopriνedoftheabilίtyofι!.efcndingιqyselfnnd,iπcon8equence, 

ofαjudicioljuιtific ation , ul haνen lr endymentionedaboνoino\'erydetιι il, 

I•fo rc edDΙΙn•&:~ber ofnCburcbund er astrain,tocoπιider a reeourιe 

ιο the ~ court. for the Protec ti on of the Ηιι.mωι Ri ght.11~. 

ΑΙΙ by tbeunα.cc eptnble iteιιιsoftbearticlo7 par . J, of the&ιerι;ιency 

Lo.w214/1967,the.tiιthooxhαι.ιstionofthoBy- occ l oΙΙiDΙΙtice.11aweofjuri ιd i<::ti on 

o ftheFi rιtand Hi rheιtDeg roe,thejuriιdieti onofall Courtsof tlιeStnt e , 

ofwhiehl 1!11Q alubjo.:t , Ιa eonsumed, and ther efo r o, occo rdi~ to t hoartiele 

26ofthe1nternntioneolTroαt,yfortheProtectionofHumnnR.ightιaJaπodin 

Romooπ Noνcmbe r 4tlι,l9 50 , thosuitability of interπtι.t i onal Court ΙΙ iι e.dopted. 

Jfnllthenbovementi onedwo rono t αccepted,r ospec tingιqyrαnknnd 

DΙΙg ree ,I should nppoιι. l to theEuroP"αnCoιnιnitteoandto theEuropeanCourt 

forthθPro1octi o n ofth ellumnnRi ghts,foran abνiousνio latί onofthoarticlo 

1 of tho nbovo mentionod Tree.ty., whi ch i ~ considored io bo nn ndoptod, nppli od 

inGreσce,l aw. λccordinttothenrtic loiπ qu os ti oπ,πooπecnn hocor~νicted 

fo r anynctio n o r ιnisa i or~ .. hichatthotimoofitsperfonιιΙUJcownsnot 

coπ•ideredtobencrlι:ιO,ει.ceordingtotbenationalorinternationalLιιw • 
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'nleιιvcnueofthe lnternational Cou rt ί s thι:ι l ιι.at JJ ndinι.ιispeιιaαble 

r3ΙΙorttoΙΙnνethe ri ιhtofCINrch nndιιιine, 

During aιy aer νice ί n the Gr ock Cbu r cb J i'c.ccd tbe bo.r bc.ri c Na~i Genrιnn 

conquerorsιιndt.be Bulr_ariΙΙΙΙdostroyerΙΙoftbeGreek.R:ιce,thoAtheiataιe rcenery 

Coσιn:unists,α.ndlprevai led,noverfancyinr: th<1ttheGreekChurchcouldever 

ua eceluιnni ea nnd iMultΙΙ Qfknowπwicked pe rsons ιι.nd ofuntroatworthy 

public ationιι toacculloιιιe , 

lJIEWιND, a) tho.ttheiιιsueofo.RoynlDegree ,verifyingΙLpuniιιhιnenttιι 

anunexiιtίιιgu.ndwithout{ιlliltcrime,bnsedonαnunconιιtitutioπnlnnd 

b)T!ιnttlιecaseborefereedtσtheEcume nic~ιll'atriarclnιte , f o r 

tho r eι~.ιon thnt tho ri ght of nppenli ng wo.s nbo li s hed , a.nd bcc ιιu ~o the •olo 

r eepons ibl e Hi ghe r Kcclosiιι.•tic Power, ίs Ηίs All Holinoss tl! o ~c umoπicιι.l 

Pι.tria.rcb , PrinιιιtoofthoChurchofChristunderthejurisdic-tinnofwhich 

Atιaconιιι;tqucnceofll(f45yeα.rsofServiceinthenαnιoofGod1αnι 

p r oudand hιιvoιι.rcon•ίoneoc l ear, bei~certainthetfo r thoG rockpoople , 

inita .. aj o r μa rt,i nc ludingthopropor lygoνernod•orldwidoChurchoeofGod, 

11(1180do•tyίeιιndwil l alw$)'tlbeBi•hopofThe•sιιloniki,i nepi toofthe 

τiHtcanonicalnn:!.legιι l Bis hop of ~rιiki 
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