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COIIMENτS Olf ΤΗΕ PROSECUTION AND SENTENC_ 
Q~-~-I!P.!!~~~~-1!~ · -~Q!rn_~!.-~!(1!_~!§ _____ _ 

.:.-
Ι. Towardo the end of' l aet lιlarch , ae a reBUH of' tbe eerious cri ε:sie over 

t he Cyprue iesue , the newepaper "ETHNOS• addre eeed i teelf' to tbe 
l eadere of' tbe political wor l d and aeked them f'or t heir opinion on the 
eituation , and on t he eolution t bey tbought beet f'or the benef'1t of' hoth 
Greece and Cyprus. 

The paper began publiβhing tbe f'indinge on the 24 th March w1 th an 
int ervi ew with t he Εχ Mi n i eter ιιr . John Zi ghdie. Mr Zi ghdie etated t hat 
he believed t he turn of' event e in Cy ptue were a danger not only to t hat 
country but to Greece ae well. This , coupled wi tb t be crisi e in the 
Ui ddl e Eaet , created a ei tuat i on wh1ch could be be s t handled by tbe 
~~=;~~~c o~r:e~~vernment of lfat ional Unity in Greec e , and a rcturn t o 

2 . That eame afternoon , follow1ng t he c1rculat1on of the paper , on t he 
ordere or t he Military Governor , t he ed1tore of' "ETHROS• were arreeted 

and bold in t he General Security Headquartere . Two da,ys later , ae ιιr . 
Zighdi s wae returnin,~ f rom a t wo -day excurs1on oute i de At hens , he wae 
arreeted 1n the public highway like a common cr1ιrι1nal . He too wae incarce
rated 1? the cello of t he General Security in Boubo.ι.linas Street. 

J . If t he publicat1on wae regarded as actionabl e , !ιlr . John Zighdia and 

new t~;e::τ~~5~No ~~61:r ~5~ Ι~~~9 . ~~~se~~:~d e~:~~ ::e Ι ~~;of~b~~~:s::re 
not proeecuted under thie Law , howe·rer , but under ιnartial Law ( f'orb1dd1n~ 
t he exerciee of' •ιι.nt1-n3t1onal propaganda•) and the article Ι9Ι of t he 
Cr1m1nal Law , N:ι i ch wae draconiall.J anιended in December Ι969 , and which 
concerne the "Sprea di ng of d1 eturbi ng newo" . 

The Preee Law wae ueed eolely for t he purpoee ot 1ncluding the editore 
ot t he paper in the i nd i ct ment , who bore only torιnal responeability . 

The proeecut ion under Martial Law aimed at depriving Jιlr . Zighdie and 
h1e tellow accueed ot the i r natural judgee , namely , t be Ci vil Court ot 
the P1rst Instance. They were arra1gned before an Em.er enc y Court 
M'lΣ'tial composed of' one c1v11 judge temporιι.rily com.mi eeioned i nto the 
Army , who acted ae Pre eident , and tour other eerving of'ti cere of t he Army , 
all ot wbom were i gnorant or t he Law and 1n1m1cal to tbo a ccu3ed , 
reΙJarding t hemselves ae representιιtive e of the "revolution" . As a 
coneequences of all th.is : 

a) Tbe a ccueed , as haa already been s t ated , were arrested before the 
trial , whercas normally they would have been a llowed free unt11 BUCh 
time, as they were conviσt ed. 

b) The trial wae hel d with onl;y two da,ye• warnins , and the accuoe d 
were not allowed any time e lthe r to consult each other or their 
counce l on t heir def'enee. 

c ) I n the cvent of t he i r bei ng tound guilty , they were depr i ved ot t he 
poes1b111ty of appeal eince no such ιrιeaeure i a permi tted followin~ 
a verdict of an Emergency Court Jι:art ial . 

4. Accordi.ng to the Laτr , but a l eo according t o the General Principlee 
ot t he Crtminal Code , the i nd i ctment should bave i nc luded eeeentially 

tbe actionable publication and none other . But thie princ i ple wae violated 
In fact t he i ndictrnent contained phraees t hat were not i ncluded i n the 
publicat 1on, i n order to buttreee the alleged offence. The 1nd1c t ment , 
t heretore , r.1e t raudu lent . 

.ι. 



.. 
5 ο During the course ot the trial ()Ist .U:arcb-Ie t Apr11 1970) bef'ore 

the Athene Emergency Court Kartial : 

a) All the objectione put f'orward b;r the def'ense , and pιιrticularly 
the basic and legally impregnable one concerning the inc cι:a.petency of' the 
Court Kart ial, were BUΙΙΙΙD&rily rejectedo 

b) Du.ring the examtnation of' the proeecution •1 tneeees - all of' them 
civil eervante , Pol icement and TradeUnioniete appointed b;r the regiιne -
the Preei dent of the Court made every poeeible ef'fort to elicιt repliee 
damaging to t he accueedo 

c) The judgee 1 i gnoring their proper f'ι.ιnction , did not preeerve even 
a pretence of objectivity , but argued witb t he def'enee witnesees and the 
accused and indulged in political di atribee o In this k:ind of' atmosphere 
the repl,y ιιr , Zighdie ιuade to one of' the judges , who had declared that 
no elections would be held i n Greece , and certainly lιlr o Zighdie would 
not be sble to tske part in tbem ae he would bave died i n the meantime , 
raised laughter i n the Courto "Don•t worr y , Your Honour" , !ιlro Zi ghdie 
esid , "I have t:ιade up m,y ιnind to live another hι.ιndred yeare , i f' necesear~ 

6. The verdict constitutee a ιnonWDental vtolation not only ot the General 
Principlee of' the Cr iminal Code , but a l so ot the rules of' elementary 

common eense o According to the ver ict lιlro Zighdie opinionει were tormed 
"news" in order to eupport the off'ence under tbe conetnι.ction ot article 
191 ot the criminal Law o Purther , his propoeal f'or the f'ormation ot a 
National Governcιent ot National U01ty and a return to democratic rule 
wae terced a piece of "anti- nationsl propsgsnda" ο 

7 ο The verdict of' tbe Court llartial led to a sentence of' four and a half' 
;reare of' imprisoιιιιent and a fine ot J OOoOOO ιcetallic drachmae , i oe o 

2)5.000 drachmae , f'or ιιr . Zighdto. while the five men responsible f'or 
tbe ETHNOS we re given eimilarl.y viciouo oentencee o Tbe newspaper was 
torced to cloee down . At tbie moment all the accuoed are i n Korydalloe 
prieon , except for the aged lιlr . Econocides , who , baving been sentenced 
on f'orttt .J. l grounde alone, was convicted to an annual ly renewable 
suepended sentence f'or reasons of' health. It sbould also be added t hat 
the verdict was declared by f'our votee to one 1 the Pre sident ( the only 
member of the judiciary on the bench) voting againet . 

e . Tbe conviction ot ιιr . Zighdie and the otber accueed θhowed beyond 
an;r ehred of' doubt thθt: 

a) The much publicieed "f'reedooι of' tbe Preee" i e a devtce aimed 
at liquidsting political opponente and the pre eo . 

b) The juotice motod out by the military regi.ce 1e a •euphe:niotic 
pseudon,ym" for arbitrarinees. 

c) Progress towarde democra t ic normality ie a blatant lie o 

Thue by revealing the f'rsudu l ence of' tbe regime ' s "liberal nιeasu.ree" , 
t be prosecution snd trial booeted t he cau ee of de ocracy i n Greoce 
enormously . 

9 ο ιιr . John Zi ghdi c ie an economiet with a wide education and training . 
He holde a Pb. D. f'rom tbe Uni verei ty of' ~ondon (London School of 

Economics) ο Both ae an economi et and politic1an be was one of the 
prime movers of' the induetrialioation of' Gnιece and eerved as llinister ο 
Induetry on three occaeioneo In the immed1atee post - war years a s a 
leadi.ng off1cial of URRRA. , be wae President of tbe CQtl'll::littee reoponeible 
tor com.piling the 1 r ot plan for the Electrif'1cation and Induetriali
estion ot Greece . 
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Α native ο! Rhodee , he joined the Greek: Ji'orcee as a νolunteer during 
the eecond World Ιar , and served 1n Greece and 1n thι! lι11d dle Eaet . Pol1-
t1cally he belonge to the Centre , hav118 been elected as Member !or 
the Dodecaneae to t be Greek Parliament aince 1950 . !irat ae a ιnember 
or the Liberal Party , and t hen 1te εucceeeor . tbe Centr e Union Party. 

He 1e pr1Θ&r1ly a european 1n hie or1entat1on. Ue wae V1ce-Prea1dent 
ο! the Bational Council ο! Greece !or the European Movement !rom 1te 

;~c~~1~~U:~1 ~h~r 1~0~:-_ιΡ ih~e E~s ~~P~1;~n~:d m::; ~~=~:~:1ament 


