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(2) CHURCHILL: "TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY"
(3)"CONVERSATIONS WITH STALIN® BY DJILAS, PAGE 182,
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BOOK REVIEW

Ezcerpt from The National Herald, Sunday, June 27, 1965, Vol. 50, No. 17,868, New York, New York

“REVOLUTION AND DEFEAT”*

“Bersition snd Defes " cthond by Prfhenr . oore Homscle, o HawandUsiesity, Reelagioe
D. C., is an extrordinary book. It is the story of the Communist Pa:
period:
tion; (C) the post-Varkiza developments, or the so-called “Third Rount
and (D) the status of the Party behind the lron Curtain after defeat
Honorable C. M. Woodhouse, of Great Britain, who succeeded Colonel “‘Eddie’" — Brigadier Myers — in the
mountains of Greece as head of the British mission.
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The mooed o the pered of e de occupation would have been placed in better per-
spective had Professor Kousoulas consulted, in addition to Beitish soutces, American officers serving with
the USAFIME during the years 1943 and 1944, L Smerfmint g <

reviewer was with the OSS at USAFIME in Cairo in early 1043, Each of the Bureaus (5.1 — 5.0, —
M.0.) had contact with its British counterpart (4.0.4, Ex., etc.) and through a compact of General mevln
22 th Beitish gvermmen, rpocts ad nformaion betees the w0 sevices wers fmely cxchanged. Ho wes
e whe Goorge Esfadarts put i Appetsiaco . (6 dalegation o six arived foum (62 movmiala with
Brigadier Myers. He pesrn sy frequently with cabinet ministers and other leaders, such as Panayiotis,
Canelopoulos, General Bacritzis, and Messrs. Kartalis and Tsirimokos. In addition, he was privy to the
cable directives of Churchill to Casey, Minister of State in the Middle East, and the British Ambassadors
and Field Commanders.
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becane evident that Hitler's defeat was. u.m..u,, were not interested in Greek liberation or even effec-
o of tim wes, I AR Iovorte

interest without regard to cither means or method, American advice was resented as interference in a *British
theater of operations.””  American officers “in the know"” had concluded long before the 1944 Athens outbreak
of bloodshed that Greece — like Cyprus years later — would inevitably undergo @ bloodbath on the altar of
British Inperial interest.
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 line everywhere — in Cairo, in Alexandris, in Athens,

in the mountains. It happened that the EAM was the most numerous and effective guerilla organization. Had
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it ben the EDES under Napoeon Zeras sstad, thet, oo, wcld have bown udrnined nntad ofbng
showered with gold sovereigns, unless it faithfully toed the British line. “Divide and Rule” was the motto!

‘The Tsouderos government and members of every succeeding Greek cabinet were treated as messengor
boys. One example:~ Mr. Papandreou, the first Prime Minister to set foot on Greek soil after enemy with-
drawal — a man with a public record of devotion to the Democratic ideal as impeceable as that of Franklin D.
Roosevelt — was publicly huniliated by General Scobie by being directed to rescind the permission granted
to EAM to hold a protest meeting in Athens in Constitution Square in December, 1944 only a few hours before
the scheduled assemblage of the crowds. Yet, General Scoble was well aware that with conmunic: d

{led lvs anmaition 81 1 howd while me of the olics ad been lmsed blanka? 1 1 ot srngs fat
the identity of the person who murderously fired into a crowd of women and children from the police headquarters
and the very center of police lines has not been established?

Were the Communist leaders really planning seizure of Governmental power in the face of famine, eco-
nomic stagnation and widespread destruction, when only the Westemn Allied Powers could give  helping hand?

fightly so — that the Metaxas dictatorship would not have been possible without British connivance or acqui-
escence. 1t would be more reasonable, therefore, to infer that their aim was prevention of the re-establishment
of the Monarchy and another dictatorship of the Right rather than seizure of power

Ertor compounded error. The worst —no doubt about it —was their taking of hostages after the December
clash. A command lacking everything, — food, transportation, shelter, medicine and doctors — took upon itself
the added burden to sheler, feed and care for civilian hostages. When this reviewer asked Karayiorgis at
the San Francisco U. N. Conference which he was attending as Editor of “Rizospastis’” to give a rational
reason for the outrage, he caluly replied, “It was a blunder!” Just as a ponicky swimmet in a storm does
the wrong things, thereby hastening his own end, so the Communist leaders, thiough their own acts of
desperation, brought into being the very things they Sought to prevent,

The Third Round, or post-Varkiza developments. Here the book overlooks the provocations and the.
reign of Rightist terror in city and countryside with the connivance of the police and gendarmerie. Terror was
the daily menu — @ fact this reviewer verified s late as 1956 and 195 in an extensive tip theough the Pelo-
porstens, Hainous crina i kpiiad whil'the govecamest i At SUiiioted by bosoesle moe
such as Sofoulis, Plastiras and Venizelos!

But the British, despite the fact that they won every battle over the Communist and the EAW, they lost
the war. Whether this was due to the wearing down caused by the guerillas or the loss of their exclusive
bt 4 Ao supplies and gold is immaterial. They were fotced out of Greece, the Stalin-Churchill
agreement notwithstanding.?

In the Spring of 1945 an cvent occurred that had a terific impact on the fortunes of Greece. The heart
of the man who had made the flag and the seal of the United States twin symbols of justice, peace and freedom
ceased to beat. The collateral effect of the death of F.D.R. was to embolden reactionaries not oaly in the
U.S., but everywhere, so that one could hear whispers cven at the San
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Molotoy appeared intransigent that pethaps it would be best to settle accounts with the “other dictator, too”
(Stalin). This probably explains Stalin’s anxiety to liquidate the Greek revolution. (““The uprising Greeks
must be stopped, and as quickly as possible.””

Truman, misteading during his early occupancy of the Presidential chair, reactionary opposition
and hatred against F.D.R. as due reasons than struggle over State power, thought
throwing New Dealers and liberals “to the wolves”" and otherwise tolerating an

intervene in Greece after British withdraws
United States would ot stick — even ignoring the fact that every fifth Greek fanily has relatives living in the
United States — the emotional and cultural ties binding Greece to the United States were and are strong. The
civil war then in progress might have been liquidated by negotiation had not McCarthyism — then rampant in

Posctt D s Vet 1 SRR 1 61 Al ke o s 1o St oo might
establish proper contact. The hero of this noble deed was the Military Aide to the President, playing the
ole of Mikkado's Pooh Bah.

In fact, the very opposite ook place under the domestic gale winds of McCarthyism. The war was up-

graded. From civil war it becane “International Communist ageression,”” despite the fact that Stalin — the

intermationaly-sckaswiedgd Conmnit High Prics — was fighing on he side of Toumasl Through o con-
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was bom, inaugurating the era of Cold Wa.

S. domestic political dialogue soon discovered that “poor Turkey,” which played “footsie’
with Hitler during the war, was also “menaced,’” and awarded the major part of the “Aid to Greece” program.
From there the march proceeded merrly on until every country bordering the Soviet Uion was included, making,
this the third attempt at containment of the Soviet Union.® John Foster Dulles extended the principle to
encompass the world.

‘The book will prove a treasure house for student and historian alike. It is bound to leave its mark —
particularly in Greece.

George C. Vouras

‘Conversations with Staln," by Djilas, Page 182.
“Drew Pearson: March 17, 1947

Stet: General Foch's Gordon Sanitale, 1915; 2nd: Hitler's atsompt, 1933-39.




