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Honorable Uilliam Fulbri~ht 

~~~~~~~-~::e~=~~~=lations Comrr.ittee 

Washington,D.C. 
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The ~eventh anniνcrsιιry of thc militar}' ar.ιbu:>h of Greek 
democratic,ΙΙovcrnmcntoccursthisSι~nday,Λpril21,1974. Irespect
fullyusethisoccasiontoremindyouofourcorrespondcncelastyear 
on the political deterioration in Gre~ce under the colonels who seiιed 
powerillegally1nl967. 

On March 23, 1~73, Ι ur,11ed that your Committee authoriιe a 
studyofboththatdeteriorationandftsconsequencesforAmeriran 
interestsinGreece. Asyouknow,thefollowingmonthsofl973sav 
acollapseoftheP;;.padopoulosdictatorshipanditsreplacementbyan 
evenmorerepressiνeandincompetentmilitarygoνernment. τherecent 

excellentreportonGreecesincethel973coup,byyourcolleague 
Con,ι:tressman Donald ~. Fraser of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
shows ,asofhisνisitinJanuary,l974,thed1smalpol1ticalandeconomic 
statusofthecountryvhichtheAdministrationhasmaintainedisan 
importantbastionofstabilityintheEasternMediterranean . 

Thelateι:tinstancesofpoliticalrepresι:ioninGreeceillustrate 

thedirectionofthencwdictatorship . FonnerMinisterGeorρ;eMaνroi'l, 

aleaderofthemoderateCeπterUnioπparty,andthreeotherpolitical 

figures,wererecentlyarrestedandexiledtotheinfamousprisonislaπd 

ofYaros. 'I'herethcν .1o1nedsevcralhuπdrcd othcrprisoners,ofall 

politicalpersuasfono;,whohavebeeπarreι;tedιιπdimpriι:onedwithout 

trialoreνen.inmanycases,not1cetothe1rfam111esoftheirfate. 

Ι urge that your committee reviev a~.ιin, with appropriate urgeπcy, 
thesituationinGreece,1ncludingth1sser1esofarrestsandex1lesto 
Varos. 'l"heeventsof1973,the1πteπs1fiedrepress1onth1syear,andthe 

continuin~ ina.bility or unι.illiπ~πess of the Λdministration to initia.te 
;ιcomμleterevic\.lofitsGrcekpolicies,indicatctha.tyourCommtttce 

represcntstheonlyinst1tut1onwir.h\:hcmeansandthcwilltoconduct 
suchareview. Apartofthatstudy' s.houldbe,tnmyνiew,thediscuss1on 
withSecretary ofStatcKissinjlιer,eitherprivately orincxccutive scssion 

withtheCommtttee,oftheurgeπcyoftheGreeksituattonandalterna.tives 

foritssuccessfulresolutionbyacoπcernedUnitedSt:ates. 
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Anu:rfι:.ιιnconcernshouldinclude , !nιιιyopinion,therecent 

negιιιtiveroleofCrι:eccintheHiddleEιιstwarιιιndtheposition 

ofth.:ιtcountryintheRalkanswhereTito'sprecariouιιtenure 

threιιιtenιιtheιιtabilityofthearea,asiindfcatedindetailin 

ιιιytestiιnonyinl97lbeforetheHouseSubcoιnmitteeonEurope . 

i.reece ~~:m c~~~e~:;~t~:~~~r:~~~~~~ • ε:~~:~~n t~:r~::t~o~~~a~~::~;e of 
proνfdeιιιnopportunitytodiscusswithSecretaryKίssinι:;crthe 

hef~htened concern in Westcrn Europe, especially 1n the ΝΑΤΟ countries, 

~~~ t::o~~w:~~;~ ~~~r~~T~n:~~~~~:e~nly dictatorship which haa even 

Elias Ρ. DeΙΙΙetnιcopoulos 



r-ιayZ3,1973 

Mr. Elias Ρ. Demetracopoulos 
Fairfax Hotel 
2100 Massnchusetts Aνenue 
washington, ο. c. 20008 

Dear Elias: 

Ι refer to our earlier correspondence relatiνe 
to your suggestion that the Coπmittee ought to un
dertake a further staff study of the situation in 
Greece . You will recall that Ι said Ι would pre 
sent the proposal to the Coπmittee. 

Your suggestion was discussed at a meeting on 
Hay 17th with rather inconclusiνe results -- some 
members feeling that the Coαmittee should not focus 
its attention on Greece exclusiνely; others feeling 
that such a focus was exactly what the situation 
requires. 

In any event, Ι ant.icipate that. some of our 
staff people may be in t.he Near East.ern area before 
t.oolong. 

Sincerely yours, 

7 / 

J.w.-tu'it-:Ί~ 
Chairman ' 



Sincerel 
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HonorableWilliΙΙΙΙΙFulbright 

;~~~::·~~~~~::·~:~.~= la tionι C011111ittee 

Waιhington,D.C . 

Our lastaιoeetingofΚ..rch5thwaιbothiιιfor-tiveanduιefulandhaι 
provιdedthebaaiιforthiιletter. 

The ιtudent demonιtrationι in Greece, vhich continue ιι Ι write, and 
theJunta'ebrutalattempttoιuppreaιtheιιι,forιιιanιppropriateoccasionfor 

theCongreιιtoreνiewλmericanpo11cytσwardGreece . Itw1llbeιίJ<years 
nextσιonththat thecolonelιseiι:edpowerfrDιΙΙιtιeCreekkingandparl1ament . 
Norealιtepιhaνebeentaken,oreνencont1!1!1plated,Ibel1eve,towarda 

democraticreιtoration. YetAmericanpolicyc::ontinueιtotreatGreeceaιa 

~:i:~.:~~~~e::,:,N~~ot:ιιι~=~ίt:~.::.:.•trategic location for the United Stateι 

Ibelieνeth.attheιtuc:lentunreιtiabutone evidenceofadeterioτating 

po11ticalatiDOaphereinGreece. ThepublicrenunciationbytheJuntaofU.S . 
grantιιιilitaryaidwaιanother. Theae,andotherιignι,ind icatethatColonel C . 

Pap.ιopouloapreaideaoνeraninι:reaιinglyunιtableaituation. Yetatability 
inGreecewaι theλιιιericangoa l forwhichao-nyothervalueιwereιacrificed . 

Withoutιtιbil ity, vhatvaluehaνeU.S.a ir andnavalbaseιinGreeceandthe 

n~homeportingproject for the6thFleet in thatcountry? 

IbelieνeadiιcreetjointιtaffιtudyinCreeceιoon canidentify 

l)Hovλιιιericanintereatιareaffectedbythepreιent ιtudenttur11101l; 

2)HovtheU . S.Eιrιbasιyfollowιandunderιtandstheιeeventι; )) Ησw 

A»ericanmιlitaryintereιtιareaffec::tedoverthelong·termbythepresent 

politicalcl1mateinGreece,and4)\lberepresentpoliticaldevelopmentιpoint. 

Ivouldbehappytoιιιeetvithyouιgain,atyourearlieιtconνenience, 

toιupplyadditionalinforιnationinaupportofthiιauggeation. 

EliasP.Demetracopoulos 


