pohunn party. This earned hin respeot but also oreated ememi

A REPORT ON GENERAL G.E. KOUMANAKOS, HELLENIC ARMY ;‘

General Koumanakos
His 1 abilitie
and are by Greeks =y alike.

o higily eduonted offioer of the Grock Aray.
character

Graduste of Greek, British and American Military Colleges, Profemsor
of Tactios at the War and Gemeral Staff College, Professor of Strategy a:
Strategio Intelligence at the Greek National Defence College, he is also a
graduate of the University of Political and Economic Soiences an

studied widely in Greek History ani Philos

During the Albanisn Campaign (1940/41) he was promoted on the £icl
o the rank of Capta: ms with the first group of offioers (Ju:xe 4 1941)
o escaped the German Oowupation to join the Greek Free Foroos i

Middle Sast ing 8 Plying Gfficer's diplom be vas vosted to the
T3k Relienio Bosber Squstrg/v D e spe. pomtimons operstion aguinst the
A2is Foroes in the Middle Bast and Mediterranean Theatres of

From 1947 to the end of 1949 he fought coxtinuously against

communists and he vas recognised by his superiors s one of the contributors
%o 2imal viotory (ses Gemeral Vam Floet's letter) as the capturer o

Mount Kleftis, Hurgaza, Point 1822 eto., for which he vas awarded five

g01d medala for Bravery and was promoted for Leroisn and outstending tactics
and combat eiciency on the field to Lt. Colonel.

volunteored during the Korean #ar, whore he served as Commander of
the Helll:ua Expeditionary Pamos (1952-53) and sucoessfully fought against
the Chinese and North Korean Commimists, (See attached records

In 1960 he vas sent to Cyprus, heading the Greek first Military
Detachment. Both the Greek Miminster of Foreign Affa:
his Cypriof colleague, lfr. Kyprianou,

nd
1 handling such
a delicate mission, in leiters bo the Greek Gemeral Stailf,

In 1964/65 he was head of Operations, Gemeral Staff.
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Over 0 Greek snd foreign medals have beem avarded to this ettier,
auong themt six "gold medala? for bravesy, | Whteswr orossest, the

U7SeA. Mlagion of Merite and "Biiver Stast, the Belgian miar Cr

Minight of the Phosmizs alhAGK HIER R Inroan v Setal, tha ndelfen Tlto."

The sacrifices made by this officer's family should rot be overlooked,

ouy brother, Elyisg Capteis . Kouwasakos, was killed in sotion iz 1943
Saring The war 1 ne Had1e Bast
His unole, General Kulis Koumanakos, was killed fighting in Athens against
the Communists during bheir attempt to seize power in December 1944.
Els first ooust, 8. Koumsnakos, vas also Killed figting the Commaists
during the Axis oooupation vith the Vrottakos group of offio

or, 50rved voluztarily a8 mess in advanced hospitals

Suring the brtter Hgniing of the gerrs 1948/49 and vas decorated as &
member of the matiomal resistance during the Axis occupation.




uring the ovesta of April 2lot 1967 G Kounazakos vas in
Beyrout, accompenyis his Vfe wao fes atteniing & Gheisics Sesis:
708 Hay 174 b Wturead vo tuesos Delresive phat
he 1d nothing to fear from an anti-commmist regime, an assusption he
based on his record and achievemests.

2 the eve f May 24th, 1967, being at his home with hia wife
and thwes ohuanu, eneral George Koumanakos was arrested by order of
the Govermment

Attor Tive montha of detemtica at a Polive Station without
s taken on Ootober 2Lst to the "Averof" Prisom =t p)sond

oy damp o611 Teserved for somnon ortmteate Tan

furniture available vas an iron bed avd & cbamber poi. Thore yas mo

window, no eleotrio light after 8 p.m, and all books were forbidde:

o

reply whatsoever vas made to his protest against such treatment -
treatment offensive to humn dignity and especially to that of a General
of the iiellenio Avmy who had spent his whole life fighting for his
untry as well as Zor the Lighest human ideals of the free world,

Three days later, oa the afternoon of October 24th, the General

und senseless in his oell. The prisan doctors diagrosed a heart
Shtack dus o, shook o the ervous systen: They ordered absolute
imaobiity and his tumediate trunster by ‘Sretohor G the prison hospital,
uhere he romized for naxy veeks asong thirty or forty oriaimals of the
comzon law

iiis inprisonment was attributed to his "oalumniating other officers
in 1963", a obarge which took five months to be formilated. lNo time
Vas granted for & verbal or & writben defence wiich s fne right of
ery accused person.

Neither the General himself nor any lawyer has bees allowed to
read the evidence of the charge.

It should be stated that the Greek law oan be izvoked in the ou .
of calumny (being characterised simply as a misdeseazour) but detemtio:
bending brial may bo ordered ouly in ouses vhere the acoused ia suspected
of making an atteapto to esoap

It is obvious that there was mo reason for ohanging the i
exlatizg detestion ut the police station to laprisomaent undor o

0di oonditions. The suspicion arises, therefore, that there vas
2 rensiitated acsiea to proveLe the moral bresbiowa of Geserel Eimmskkos.

(It may be worth noting that the Lavestigation againat the General
was entrusted to a lower ramking officer, Captain Nettos, who was later
aooused and condenned %o six yeurs imprisoaseat for receiving brives
for covering up the orimes of accused persons.




he failure of the King's attempt to restore order and
Legatity zn the country on December 13, 1967, Mr Papadopoulos's
Government granted an amnesty which izoluled General Koumanakos
no basis of mccusation ecisted against hin.

The General lived for seven and a half months peacefully with his
fanily without any provocation. It was olear, Lovever, that ke ootld be
re-arrested at any time and, in fact, the strange atbempt agaizs:

1ite of ex-Col. Pupadopouies on Ang. 13, 1966, srovides the oppnmmm

02 August 14, 1963, at three o'clock in the morning the Gemeral's
house vas surrounded ents who led him avay, without any
i ened wife and ohildren.
eonards, Amerioan oitizen,

Topeka, Kansas, US4, Who happensd to be staying as a visttor with the
Kounanakos family.

T thpee days of detention at a golice station Gemeral Koumanakos
exile, characterised as being "dangerous for his country®s

e
vs sent into
security.”

The £ixst place of exile vas the tour of Taxgn ox the zorih vest
coast of Greeos. Om October 28, 1968 (the Greek OXI day) he a
“ranszerred by bus, accompanied by two policenan, to Mersove, & village
in tho Pindus Mounfains , on Fehruary 27, 1959, he was again
transferred to Deskati, another village ir Northors Thessaly, where he
rem.

Parge he was at ull tines guirded by o polioensa wio folloved
Metsovo and now in Deskati he

% taik epont he Last nouséa of the village. He is not permitted
speek b0 offioers aad foreiguers am fron tine to tiserkh 1 ordered
o stay for one or more days in his room. People,and espeoially public

servants, are afraid to come imbo costaot with hin. Dot ot hia
y of & private soldier

rachnae per day fo cover daily expemnes more Shin tan simes
$e7ns derens botel with peivate rooms 30utt ws omly by

accident that be was able to

Bia n a

Tils, viieh vas origimlly for six months, was extended for
ancther threetRmiines Pobriey MBS (s giren for this
extention nor for the continuous :hsng- of ths phase of exsle

sy, 1967, ox Brig, Buttaloa, exerolzg the dutios of Winister
ot the Taberlor, ekpresacd hls astonisbamt AL tbe. tapr
Gensral Loumnskos sad could 2ot va. any explazation.
ex-Col. Makarezos, Hiniste: also expr
e haned £ron Cenoral Koumanar

1- necemm- last

i very
Sinilar astonishment was expressed by the Minister of Welfare Servioes,
forner University Professor Putra:

One wonders who would be likely to giv msible answer for
the arrest and long fhrrrglfieien ol Tabite rorsennlity Tike
Gezeral Koumamakos if three of the main Ministers of the Government are
unable to do so.
t is & great irony that the self-styled National Governnent was
colebrating 15 Septamer 1067 and Sguin in Septmber 1969 the vietories
of Gramos and Vitsi*while Goneral Koumazakos and other officers,
Lo Sla7at & AMinioe sois. 15 BaAve At iatiasy Sete Siihes 1% piibce
or ix exil e of Lhesx naliona

X (an anniveseny




P.5. Records attached are exolusively those issued from
A11ied sources, first because they are in English and, second,
because their objeotivity oamnot be in dispute. The Greek
appreciation contained in the Gemeral Staff's files oould be
mubmitted if required. Por an easy reforence ome o

ult the published memoires of Gemeral Tsakalotos, former
head of the Greek Gemeral




