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Α R&POR'I' ΟΗ GEHERAL G.E, ΚΟUΜΑΝλΚΟS , HELLENIC ARHY " 

General Kouma.nakoιι iιι a highly eduoated o:ff'ioer o:f the Greek ArrtfJ'. 
Ηiιι pro:fessional abilitieιι, outstandin& milita.ry aohieτements, obaraoter 
ιuιd principles are recognised by Greeks and :foreigι:ι.ers alike. 

Gradue.te o:f Greek 1 British and America.:!l Milita17 Co1legee, Pro:feιseor 

ofTaotiosatthe Warιuιd.Genera1 Sta:ff'College, Pro:feιιaoro:f StrategyaM 
Strategio Inte11ise.noe at the Greek Nationa1 De:fence Co11ege, he is a1ιιο a 
graduate o:f the Uniτerιιit;r o-t Po1itica.1 and Eoonomic Scienoeιι and has 
studied widely in Greek Ηiιιtοη and. Philosopby. 

Durins the A1banian Campaign (1940/41) he was promoted on the fie1d 
to the rank o-t Captain ιu:ιd was with the :first group o:f o:f-t.ioers (June 4, 1941) 
who esoaped the Germe.n Ocoupation to join the Greek Free Foroeιι in the 
Middle Eaet. Having a Fl;riJ:ι& Officer's diploma he wa.s posted to the 

~~: ;:~=~~B~::e~1~~d;;:t w:~hκ::t;n~:::~:~=t~~:r:;i:/gainet the 

From 1947 to the end. of 1949 he fought continuous1;r againat the 
ooιmunists and he waιs recogniιsed b;r his superiors as one o:f thδ contributorιι 
to fimιl τictor;r (see General Va.n .t'leet•s letter) as the capturer o:f 
Mcunt IQ.e-t.tis, Murgana., Pcint 1822 etc,, fcr vhich he vaιι awarded :fiτe 
gc1d medals for Brayery and_ was promoted -tor heroisιιι a.nd oiltsts.nding taotics 
a.nd oombat e-t.-t.icieno;r O!t. the -t.ie1d tc Lt. Co1one1. 

He τo1unteered duri.ng the Kores..n iiίιr , where he served as Ccmnander o-t. 
the Hellenio E::ι:peditionar,- Forces (1952-53) and ιιuooess;tul.1y fought against 
the Chi.nese and North Korean Ccιιmun.ists, (See attaohed records) 

In 196ο h!!! was sent to Cyprus, h!!!Ι.ding tb.e Greek :tirst M.ilitary 
Detachment. Both the Greek Miminster o:f Fcreign A:t-t.airιι, Mr, Aτerof, a.nd 
hisC;rpriotcol1eague,Mr,Κypria.ncu,praiιιedhi'sabi.lit;τinb.a.ndlingsuoh 
a delioatl!l Ddιssion, in 1etters to the Greek Genera.l St&:f:f. 

In 1964/65 he was head of Operaticns, Genera1 Sta:f-t. . 

At no ti.ιιιe did he aooept politioa1 or para...ιιιi.li.tar;r membership in &'lJ3 
po1itioa1part;r. Thisearnedhimrespeotbuta1sooreo.tedeneDdes • 

.--::118o;::m;o 11~•::0~ m;:;;~-r=~~v:a.;: b;:8:w~:::d0;~8;::, o;~~oer, 
υ.S.Α. "Legio:!l o:t Merit" and "ii'ilver Star", the Be1gia:rι "War Cro.e:s" and 
"Κnight o-t. the PhoeniΣ" and the highest Korean war meda1, the "Go1den U1to." 

The sacri.fioes made b;τ thi.e of:tioer's faιιι.i.l;τ shou1d not be oτer1ooked, 
His onl;τ brothδr, F1;τi.ng Co.ptai:rι &'. Kouuιanakos, wa.s kJ.lled i.:rι action in 1943 
durillg the war in the Midd1e East . 
His αιιο1e , Genera1 Kuli• Koumane.kos, was killed -t.ighting in Athen.e: against 
theCommuniιstsduringtheirattem.pttoseizepowerinDeoem.berl944 . 
His :firs't oousin, β. Kolllii!Uιakoa, was .e.1so ki1led fighti.ng the Co=ists 
during the AΣ.is oooupation with tbe Vrettakos group of of1'ioers. 
Hiιs wi:fe, a lav;rer, served τolαιιtari1y as InJ.rse in adτanoed hospita1s 
duringtbebitter:tight:l..ngo-ttheyeo.rιιl94&-'49s..ndw.sdeooratedasa 
member o-t the national reιιiste.noe duriJ:18 the Axis occups.tion. 



Durin8 the-eτ-.nt.a o'L April 21st 1967 Ge~eral ΚοWΙΙΔ!:Αkοιι waa i.-ι 
Beyrout , aooo!lψ&~i:lghiaνi:fewho :fιaaattendi:l!gaChriatia,:,.Sooial 
ιtelfareCoQgrees . O::ιMayl?thherw\un:ιedtoGreeoe,believi.-'.sttι.at 

::a:d σ:"~~~.:~r~e~ 'L=~=i::.::~~~oιιaαιιiat regilιιe , an aιtaumption he 

Ontheeveni:lgo'Ltlιu'24th,1967,be:b,gatbishoιaevithhi!Ι~e 

~: ~::~::.;~ren, Genere.l George KoWΩaDakos vaιι arreated by order of 

λft erfiveιι.o:ι:ιthsofdetentionataPolioe Statio:ι:ι1ritboutιι 
obargehewastakeno:ι:ι0otober2lattothe"J.verof"Priso:ι:ιandplaoed 
i.:ι:ιanarroν , daιapoellreaervedforooιrιι:ιonoriainals. Theo:ι:ιly 
fur:ι:ιiture~vaUable was an iron bed Μιd a oha.ιaber pot. There νaa :no 
windoν,noeleotriolightα.!'terθp.m . ll.11dallbookswereforbid.den. 

Jiorepl.'rνhAtιιoeνerw.amadetohiaprotestagainst ιιucht reatment 
treatιιιent offenaive to bwιιa:n dig:n.ity and espeoially to tbat of a Geaerιι.l 
ofthellelle:ι:ιioλrmywhohadapβl:l.thiswholelifefightin&for hia 
oountr;raawell8aforthehighesthwιιιι.:nideιι.lsofthefreeworld . 

Threedayelater,ontheafter:noonofOotober24th,tbeGeneral 
w.afoundaenseleaoinhiι:ιoell. Thepriaondootorsdiagnoaed8heart 
attaokduetoehooktotbenervoussyateaι. The,.orderedabaolute 
iJ:ιuιιobilit,.andhiaiJ:ιuιιediatetranaferb,.atretohertotbeprisoahoe,pital, 
::::nh~8:eu.izιed for_m.a~ weeks 81%10:118 thirty orfort,. ori.ι:ιι.ii:I.Ala ofthe 

His impri&oΙ:Ι.ΙD.entw.aattributedtohis"oalumniιι.tin&otheroUioers 
i:ι:ι 1963", a oharge 'ιo'hioh took five aιoc.ths to be :forιau.lated. Νο ti.Θe 
w.egraι:ι.ted:foraverbalorawritte.nde'Lence'ιdliohiatberighto'L 
eveηaoouaedperao.n, 

Neither tbe Geaeral hi.ιnself noran,y la1η'er haa beea8Uoved to 
readtheeτid.noeoftheobarge. 

It ahould be atated tbst the Greek lav oa.n be invoked izι tbe 0888 
of oalwι%1J" (b•in8 oharaoterie~ siι:ιply aa a !d8del!leanour) but dete::ιtion 
pendiJ:J,gtrialωybeorderedo::ιl,.inoaaeιιwheretheaσouιιedissuapeoted 
ofιιι:ι.ki.zι8anatteτιιptotoeaoape. 

Itiιιobviouatbattherew.anoreιιsonforobsngin&theιι.lreιι.dy 
e:d.atbg dete:ι:ιtion at the polioe atatio:ι:ι to UιpriaoiUΙΙιrnt u:ι:ιder auoh 
ιι.ediaevaloonditiona. Theauspioio:narises,therefore,that'therevae 
apremeditatedaoticmt o provokethemorιιlbreakdovnofGeneralXoιuιιana.kos . 

(ltma.ybeνortbnotiQgthattheinvesHgιιHonagaizιsttheGenerαl 
vaa ent~atedtoa lowerra.nkingoffioerrC&})tainNet'toa, νhovaalate r 
aoousedandoondeιιιnadtosiΣ)'earsimpriso=ent:fo r reoeiviQgbribes 
forooveri.:-.supth&oriιuaofaoouaedpersona . ) 



λrter the :t'&ilure or the Jtit!g•s attll!lllpt to reιιtore order &cd. 
legalit;rtotheooll1ttηo:ιDeoemberl3, 1967, MrPapa.dopoulcιι • e 
Govei':ΩIIIentgra.nted~amneet;rvbichUtcludttdGeneralKouaanakce,ιιi::.ce 
nobaaiaoraoouaatione_:iιιtedagaU!.sthi.Ωι. 

TheGenttrallivedforsoven~dahalrmonthtlpee.oerull;rvithh:Uι 
f'amily wi~P,out arv provocation. It wa olear , however, the.t he οοιιld be 
re-arrestedιι.ta~timeand, infaot, theetl'a.n8ttatteι:ιptagai.::atthe 
lifttof'e:ι:...Col.Papadopouloeon.Au.ιi;.l3,196s,proτidedtbeopportw:dty, 

On Ausuat 1~, 1968, at three o'clock in the ΙΙΙorni.!:g the Gene:ral'e 
house waa surroundttd b;r Govenιment aδcιtιι who lttd bi111 awa;r,vithout an.y 
e:ι:planationwbatιιoeτer,rroΙΙΙhiabrutallyavakenedwifeandohildren. 
Awitneσaortbia.eoeneiσMiasNat:;cyLeonarda,Atιιerioanoitizen,or 
Topeka, Kanιιaa,U.S.A . , whobappenedtobeate;ri~asavieitorwiththe 
Koumanakos:f'aa.ily, 

Arter t~eeάays o:f' dttt«Eιtio~ ata police ιιtotion Gttneral Koums.::lakos 
Wlj.ΙΙSttntintoeΣile,charaoterie edaιι beitJ8"da.ngerous:torhiacou.ntry•ΙΙ 
securit7." 

Thefirlltpl&oeo:f'otxilevo.:ιthetowrorPargao::tthenr>rthveat 
ooa11t o:f' Greeoe . On Ootober 28 , 1968 (the Greek ΟΧ! da7) he wa11 
tra.ne:f'erred ·oy bus, accoΙΙΙpanied b7 tν? polioemen, to Metsovo, a vi11Δge 
intho Pindu.e Hounta~s. Pinally, onFohruar,. 27,1959, he was agai.n 
;:-~~~redtoDeskati,anothervUlagei.ι: Norther:lTheΙJsaly,wherehe 

InPargaheνaaatalltimeaguardedb7&poli.ooιιιa.nvho:f'::~ lloved 
b..i.Jiιatacl.iata.J!.oeofa:feνp&oes, InMetaovoandnowinDeak:atihe 
can::otvιιlkbe;yondthelasthouseao:tthevillage, Heienotpermitted 
toepealttoofiiceraand:fQrttignersa:ιd:froιιιt i.ιι.etoti.mebiieordered 
tosta;yforonttormorodayΙΙinhisroo.:rι. Peop1e,o.ndespeoi&ll7,PUblio 
aerτanta,area:fraidtooomeintooo::taotwithhim. Depriτedo:fhis 

famil;yandhia:friendstheGe:ottralreoeivesthe})l'.yo:faprivate.eolcl.ier 
i.e.l7draohιιaeperda,.toooverdail]"e:ι:penee:Jιιιoretha:ttιmtiιιιttll 

~:~ ;::;ah;.e .... n: ::~:n:0~::i =i~~~vate rοοιιιs ~~~ it ws onlJ' tιy 

Hiee:ι:ile,wb.iob.vaeorigizιallJ"forsi:ι:ΙΙΙontb.s, .-ase:ι:teuded:for 

a:ootherthrtteιιιontb.son Pebnw.r,rl4th, Noe:ι:pla:oιιtio::ιisgiven:f'orthiιl 
e:ι:tentio:o:oor:fortheoonti.nu")UIIOhangeoftheplaoeo:fe:ι:ile. 

I!1July,l967 , e:ι:Brig.Pattakos,e:ι:erci.z:gthedutieao:fMiniater 
o:fthei.nterior , e:ι:preιιsedhi.eaιιtoni:ιbmentattheilιι,prisom:ιe:nto:f 

Ge::ιeral Kow:ιanakos and oould not give ιι:α,y e:ι:planati~n . Ι.:ο. Deoell!bttr laat 

~...c:~~w:~~=~:e:m~:t:;a:; ~:~~;;~·κ~::~s:;~.s:~~~~ent 
:forι:ιerooιιιιιιa:oder(aberoo:fthewaragai:oettheCoιιι:ιιu.ni.ete)va.s ine:ι:ile 
L"l the veη ttUΙe ιιιountai::a wbere the7 bad f'ou,ght as coιnradttΙΙinarmιι, 
Siail.araΙJtonish.ιιι.!!!tt1ιiB.Stt:ι:preιιsedb,.-tb.eMi:oieterof''w'el:fareServioes , 
forι:ιerU:oiverait,.ProreseorPD.traιι. 

Ontt wo:oderll νhο would be likely to give a reepo:oιιible an.sver ~or 

ili:Ξ~:~;::~~~ ~x;~.::f ο~ ;:;ι ~kn~~~~:;;~/:;~~~:~~:~.~::Ot a r e 

Itieagreatiron;ytbattheself-ιιt;yledNationalGoτen:ιme:otνae 
oelebratitJ8i.nSeptem.berl967a!ιdaga.i:ti.nSeptttιΙΙberl968theviotories 
of Gramoa a:o.d Vitsi><"vhile Genero.l Kouma:oakoa a:od other o:ffioere, vho 
hadplayedadeoieiverolei.ntheseviotorie.e,woreeitherinpri.eo:J. 

or i::t exile. ι(. ( GH\ (>o 'l., ;,.n. Ι ,ι.L1 !''·t f-· Ηιl, 6'i ι\\\. r ... ~l<<>.! .:>.1 Q. , t, ο/ t(ι '· p-::·~)"'"'ι 



P.S. Rt~<~ord.• attaαhed are e:ι:olu•i•el;y thoae iasued :tro• 
lllied aouroea, :tirat beoauae the;r are 1n Ensliah and, aeoond, 
beoauae their objtΚΙti•it;r oamιot be in diapute. '!'he Greύ: 
app reoiation oontained in the General sta:t:t•a :tilee oould be 
•ubaittedi:trequired. Poraneaa,.re:terenoeoneoouldalao 

~=:~~ ~~ ~:=~~=.=:o~;f~:t General Taakalotoa, :tonDer 


