COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONSEIL DE L' EUROPE

18th September 1961

in reply to the
Committee for Ag
n trends 1

e and Fo

sgricultural policies since 1658 %)

presented by the Com soulture (2)
(Rapporteurs Si faitland)

1. The Assembly thanks $h
Agricul ture and

he isterial Com 1‘

4 of the Organisation for B
Seonouio Go-ope fon (harocstcd called the
Committee) fi transmission of its ¥
Assembly eyprosses the hope - already form
2 28 t the regular confronta’ 1on exerclces

8

/e

(1) See Doc. 1331

(2) Adopted un:

ax Committee on September 14th, 1961.
liembers_of the Ineifero (Chairnan), Sir Anthony
Esmonde and Vice Chairmen); MM. Andersson, Bourgoin,
Cotiadis, Frem, Gerns, Janobs, Jenmuzzi (u1tez-nace~ Mr. Velmarana),
Jonasson, Licker, Maitlend, Margue, lloyersoen o1, Rogers,
Sandberg, Ecut*-l'ofﬂnns, S'ouhu, Stiirgkh (anernmw ln eichl),
Vondeling (elternate: lr. Tjalma

The names of the Representctives who voted are underlined.
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2. The Aseembly congratulates the Ministerial Committee
for the significant work accomplished since its establishment
in 1955, as reflected in its five he general
survey of agrioultural policies spectal
review of price and income policies in 1957, the m
detailed inquiries on speclAlc products and the problems
afntvl Sual oiirietes 11958 1960; in partiouler,
it welcomes the review of n::enus in
ioultural poli ation to the
recommendations form by *
mmittee, and_ the restatement of the guiding
principles for Govermments o consider when shaping end
implementing their agricultursl policies, conteined in
the Fifth Report.

3. The Assembly sheres the view of the terial
Committee that, 8lthough important mprevemencs ere to be
recorded in verious fields, the basic pro vi
“denger of surplus agricultural production ana_ e
aleparity Sproen pfNIERREERRER, cevioul iromptd
sectors of the economy - remain. The Assembly
agrocs with ihe Mintsterigl Qommittee thet Governments
will be confronted, with ever-increasing urgency, with
the need %o find solutions to these problems. The
assistande given to agriculture in the price field
combined with the greater efficiency of production and
certein structural changes, have led 0 & t
production t0 increase faster than consumption, thus
aggrevating the situation.

Z.

The Assembly reaff:

structural weakness etill prevailing in many countries and
of the difficulties of quickly adepbing agriculture to
inoreased international specielisation, measures to foster
freer trade may be difficult to reconcile with the immediate
concern of Governments to secure & fair income to the
ferming populetion.

The Assembly notes with regret that there has been
general tightening of direct import controls and an overall
increase in the mumber of commodities benefiting from export
afds and urges the OECD to devote the closest attention to
$hose probloms with a view to relaxing obstacles to trade.
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The Assembly appre e Ministerial Committee's
offorts to avoid serious disturbances on agricultural markets
produced by export subsidies. It considers, however, that
these efforts 8 yet met with sufficient response on
the part of membor Governmonte. In particular 1% siresses
i+ Sumping yeask sesME Nt o1 ded andlio ik sieT i Taen

eciate:

e commenda the eterial Gommittee
of impart restrigthots And: oxpodt AUbBAI1S

Tho Assenbly conaidors

approaching surplus. praductlon, c*
belioves, that the ultimate aim must be o meke sgriculture
independent of direct or indirect support by other nr nches of
It there: e endeavour
tee to 1m:>rave \Zhﬁ competit:
agricul fure by B on necsuresiuy ,h non-
price field REULERT s wbnento, specdall assistance
to particular groups, research, professional training and
advisory service: Assembly also re that method
study; the rationalisation of existing bulm\e: end the study
of possibile ste ould also receive
attention. “price Suppors
should be & m Assenbly requests
the OE( he improve-

As regroupin ple
ind umu . s
inevitatly be released/

6. The Asgerbly wi.
280 concern: compre
egricultural commodi . Tt wele
alveady doing what it can to stimdate
hopes ¥hat OBCD will contimio and intensi

iterate point 3 of Recommendation
: carck £

arket research snd
y this work.

7. .Ths Assembly, concernad with the eituation in many countries
and regions of orld under-nourishnent and
malnutrition prevail, consider t Western Buropean
Governments out sgreed policies on the use of
agricultural surpluses o provide assistance for these
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