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This letter was sent to the Vice President of the 
United States as well as to all Mcmbers of the u . s. 
Senate and House of Representatiνes . 

June 16, 1973 

Ever since my exploration of the troubled Greek situation 
in the Autwnn of 1966, Ι haνe been alarmed by its potent ial for 
c risis -- and not just inside Greece. 

When 1 published my warnings then of the subsequent 
military coup, Ι was at pains to explain my forebodings that 
any Amer ican underwriting of the dictatorial regime there would 
at once accentuate and pinpoint the eχtent of America 's over-

~~t~~=i~~~~=r h~~s r:~o~~~~s m=~~~~e t~=c~o~~d ~me~~~a ~:e~:~~-o rdeal 

extended position official . Our inability up to this point 
to mobilize defenses for the dollar is dramatizing the fol l y 
of our lavishing r esources we no longer comma.nd on Maginot 
linesonwhichwecannolongerrely. 

The lesson Άmerica has been learning for so rnany costly 
yea r s in Southeast Asia underscores the danger of being d rawn 
into new Vietnams closer t o home -- as Greece i s . 

Ι haνe learned to rely on the findings of my good friend 
and distinguished colleague , El ias Ρ. Demetracopoulos , in 
cheι"king my σ..οn sense of the strains deνeloping within the 
... r .... ek dictatorship -- and , particularly, its explos i ve potential 
for exporting its escalat ing internal difficulties to its 
overseas patrons among the nuclear, nava l and financia l powers , 
of which the United States is nσ..ο the mos t vulnerable . 

My l atest exchange of views with Hr. Demetracopoulos 
confinns my judgment that , to r ecall the phrase popularized 



during the Eisenhσ..ιer Άdministration' s successful avoidan ce 
of entanglement in f~reign embroglios, "Α η agonizing re - appraisal" , 
is overdue of America ' s underwriting of the Athens junta in its 
1atest demonstrations of instabi1ity . 

On Ju1y 27, 1971, Ι fe1t impelled to write a 1etter to 
every Member of Congress expressing my hope that an end wou1d 
be voted to mi1itary aid for the Greek dictatorship . 

I t is with an even greater sense of urgency that Ι now 
write you to express my judgment that Congressiona1 action t ~ 
this effect is one of the indispensab1e steps needed to be taken 

~~0~~: ~~;ι:~r~~. again to deve1op stability and command respect 

As Ι see Άmerica ' s negotiating prob1em with the outside 
wor1d, heed1ess mi1itary extravagance and imprudent polit ical 
exposure cannot co-exist with a return of c:onfidence in the 
do11ar -- certain1y no t so 1ong as the regime in Athens remains 
America ' s c:1ient and retains its option to involve America ' s 
pσwer in its weakness. 

Ι hope that you wi11 take this expression of concern 
and this suggestion for a reversa1 of our course in Greece as 
associating my professiona1 views with the timely and we11-
informed warning sounded ση this subject by Senator Henry Μ. 
J ackson on June 13, 1973 . If 1973 is indeed to be "The Year 
of Europe", as Dr. Kissinger has promised us, it behooves us 
not to risk its going dOW'n in history as the year in which 
Greec:e blew up in Άmerica ' s fac:e. 

Ι would welcome an opportuni ty to study your views and 
c:omments on this cri.tical problem. 

EJ/mf 

Sin%~ 
Eliot Jaheway I 


