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Q. (Brumfield) TxwmuiSxiikExysux as to your comments made

as to the forces and training, with a high degree of readiness,
given the internal friction existing in Greece, will they

be able to fulfill their legal obligatims?

A. I will speak of theGreek armed forces. I of

polae Yhime of

course follow their condition very closelysand I
their training and of their readiness and of the strategic role in
NATO in the territory of the forces in Greece, that they have

in that area. The state of their training ishigh,as I stated,

there. They train hard and their soldiers are dedicated to
their country, to the independence of their country. I have
no question in that rega¥d. They maintain a h)gh state of

im Testel i~
~, readiness that is depemdent So far as the nomod Forces, 4 Corcerned

- bl W hir  and Ve Navy
Jhru evaluation proceduses and [ground forces , thru exercises and

other means. We are aware, of course, of a mutiny in the Navy

that occurred during thd past year and no one would élaim
Al rurar Yahing 76a7
of course that this would be without itseffect., Take into account




the capability they have developed and maintained in the

Armed Forces is, I think, solid.
K3 Te,
Fhe strategic role, inportands laf the area and

n that area, the control of the

the forces of Greece
EFastern Mediterranean i fhe maintainenance of a stable

secutity for this area there, I think is very A
upon the continued participation of our Blites in

structure.
You refer to intemal political sltuatiunaﬁs an

Allied officer, in my relation to Greece, as I have described

here, it is incumbent upon me and my commanders and staff

officers to avoid, to keep clear of involvement and irfer-
ference in the internal political affairs of Greece , just
as any other NATO ~-- we attempt to do that; those attempts
sometimes are not always successful, We attempt as best we
can to meet our obligations in goodfaith and aveid being
caught in internal political situations.

Bevent, il
Q.

Because of the internal political situations, does it ae? redic, VG

tove offectivencss 45 Crcc 4 WATO
A. o attempt to link those factors ould be speculative

and I must confine myself to the description of their

forces as I perceive them.




S
Will you comment upon the effect in Portugal

. I think it is too early for me to be able to say

much about that on the side of U.S. activities, that is, the
military assistance programs. I know this is being observed with
great interest. I know it has been a subject of discussion
and has been now discussed between Nixon and Spinola. I

believe there is a wide feeling that possibilities have now
opened for the future which will permit a much more

mutually beneficial relationship to develop. Exactly how
it i

to be done will be a matter of negotiation and
aiscussion,

On the NATO side, I can only say we are gratified
at the word that has been given to us from our Portuguese

Allies as their contingent to continue to participate fully
in NATO an

with
the hope that/their participation it may be

possible to become greater in the future.
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MR. ROSENTHAL: I want to expand on the subjett of Greece —- /vl ied,
and fendicy Minlos .vl*L C¥e

On March 27 this year John Zighdis former Greck Mimictasof = Unes
L Y

IndasT, testified before the Subcommittee on Europe.
e sards 7 Tl oot sl ot Y presn

armed esTo

Among things he testified to,

Greece g weakeni

g overonent

been removed for political reasons. He suggested the%

P

uatidh Ted to some, di.

~fhrcsst
W‘mmy granted an interview to_Greek jonmall t which

s sirpnacie
pril SRAIth = Fom 2l

ntegration of the Armed Forces.

appeared in all Gresk pmp press in Athens on

b On April 21 Athens News said the

£ollowing and T quo

o Ao)d
The s;qmnams ofGen. Goodpastor's statement is MULELEolds beeuese:
1oy o Grecce o
Ton S mnd mendy Po poskee

SR & ¥ e
Sl patden’t i,

a. I way be plotting against =
P Wit Yoo Mo coun¥in’s atmed Forcet am
hem Yren &7 B A severe blow is dealt against those

to claim the Greek armed forces have been
o Cater Dy 4d bben Y&
pbre

have not hesitated

weakened, as & Fermen o¥
Uadl ol Beaie of Ropcomdin e
The Greek people believe the armed forces are strong and
G ¥oe &y bou Costpuitn §

ce of readiness, it Mmemythnsd

are at a high d

@ Cenbmi ey,
What happened was that your statement was uneabiefectOrdy
acd

E
teturn to Greecejand is now

used in a political context.age.~sT Z.ghchs
0,

aia

lubsequently zighai:

confined in some type of pr I an also advised Anbassador
il yenchenid

cha\/f stre«,«ed at y:mr statement,— -/ Zme
PETOR

mot Mo b ag puYal Q:‘_";“;A‘ c
ramificationsw/but it — |

did in fact have political ramifications and was used against

n.
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What I am interested in is,/fs there anything
wesser ety we polite
ey

zighdis.
that can be done at NATO Hq for clearing if
¥

S ayriic
there is anything else you want to tell us, WHTWwent

wrong. Can anything be done to avoid this in the future.

A. Pirst, may I say in addition to my comment concerning this,
. Nrs om0 Fiis ot
I will refer o the point of removal of senior officers <
1 enprose i R
-d_exp
thasiw obildtry ST TREVitably there is a period of time before
successors have fully regained the cffective level of
effectivensss of leadership and no one can deny thij/is 2
fact in military life. These changes occur constantly in
or of

iderable nu

d all forces, but when a cons

all servis

changes occur at the same time there is an inevitable

and I would not like to have any

consequence of that
nisunderstanding in relation to wht I have said about

ess and éncidents in the Navy.

et me go to a broader question and add to my

nt previously, The position that we try to follow is

conme
clemr and it is not too difficult to wr¥ange it. As I

indicated, wetry to do our military job, to carry oul s-s ~./TArs
responsibility and to do that in the context of respect
for the pecple and the natim of Greece, our allies, a very

seeady and valued NATO Ally.

We tried to do this also in a way that keep:
clezr of internal political affairs and I assure you of

our effort to avcid intererference, involvement, influence,




pro or con, with sny particalar, regdVeTEhin any MATO

improper for us & as holding

country. It would be quite

allied responsbilities to involve ourselves in that

We attempt to meks—eww act correct) to make our

That is the principle. The

se matter:

actions correct, in

a; 1ty comes in assuring that th principle i

that come up, It

practice in practical affairs

can be made t

because cbvicusly military matters do

e
arp
impinge or chf be ndSRRESEESIEERND, donest

We try to hold a neutrel line.

political

differences.
I have to SA(I am chdgrmed o hear my interview
srkTe

given in good faith and prepaved very carefully —we t¥the

military aspects and to the NATO aspects of thematter, may have
a
that had some influence on’wke domestic

been confused in a wa
ation. I can only say that should this question

poxlitical sit
arise in the future we will take account of the experience
ve have had herc, I do mot want to aver state that because I
a stance of

don't believe we could do our military job if we tot
cess |

refusing to give an evaluatinn of the role and the su
I regara

of the military efforts in a particular countr:
that as part of my obligation and I tryy to do that carefully.

Now with regard to procedural zctions, I think that




perhups vhat I have just sai

suggests the kind of
additienal con

on that we will have to give to reguests
Of this kind y are mle in the future.

Q. Re increased tension between Greece and

Comment on the signifiance of it?

A. We are aware of various issues that concern these

two countries and this is a matter to which obviously is given

thought and attention and I have taken occasion to discuss

Of these concerns with senior military leader:

1 will

y ny view has teen that these are issued which in

the framework of NATO ought to be —- solutions ought to be

found through consultation, through development Of mutually
satisfa

story accommodations. Many of these issues have very
complex backgrounds and they will be extremely difficult to
resolve, but I have counseled with strength and I have been

ery gratified at responses assuring me that such restraints

T think that is of particular
importance insofar as military &tructure, Prcblems are

difficelt enough withatt adding to the tension thru arousing

concerns of an emotional nature with the military forces,




I might say that NATO gives a very veluable framework

within which to press for the processes of consultation to
go forward. Secy Gen. Qevotes his attention to

this and I think all of us who bear senior respensibilities to
NATO work in that direction. The specifics of these

ery complicated. They have lorg historical

pracedente,

Some
s arise which complicate and disturb the situation, It is
ny deep hope that a solution will be found by the government:
directly concerned and found through the processes of consulta-
tion. The othereffort I might say to which I have devoted

myself is to try to keep focus in both countries on what
I regard as maintenance of a stable and secure situation

in the Sastern Meditsrranean ard there must be harmonious

action with the othexr

7O all;

£ that gbjective, vis-a-

the Warsaw Pact is to be attaine

hopeful that
wisdon and the benefit of the NATO association will

result in restraint in these problems.
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Q. There is no fault in mechanism of NATO.

A. I would go beyond that to say it is part of the establis]

practice and understanding within NATO to

the Council as a

forum within which

atters can be considered and the

fact that each country is repre:

ented by experien

d men of

high position in the NATO council means they have corstant

sought channels of co

1ltaticn, From t

e to time Sec. Gen.

has given a watchi

g b

ef, vhere he sees a problem arising he
has traditionally exercised initiative to bring the matter

under di

scussion, scmetimes more formally, sometimes informally.

Finally, a meeting which ju

t oc

cured in Ottawa - minsters

were present - which provides cpportunity for direct consultation.

L,

1 said before John

dis wa

in Greece. I am informed YA s

still in the U.S. and I would like to correct thet¥le rees-'d

atatesens., @cord (o
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MR. EAMILTON: Do you ‘sse-Fomeport#h@ in Athone

A

At the present time this project is in a deferred
ecnTean
status. I th_\ﬂkﬂSZhlcsinqer stated that there werd,
in his words, differing perceptions regarding the factors that
enter into this issue. Until a botter and strongdr basis

if reached, it would not seem likely that these negotiat.

could go forward.

Q. You gave us an impression of the readines and
importance of the ammed forces. T would like to say Corpuiieis, Siliksit
~mea 05 oScss o b ptse

accerding to infrmation I have had, there je excellent anenese

impressionsabout the capabilities of the Greek Armed Forces.
Would you comment?

A. I commented earlier about the evaluation we conduct
from tine to time, particuarly regarding the Air Force,

in which Amy and Navy units are involved. It is out of those

experiences that we are able to fom this evaluation of the

effectiveness and dediction of theGree)

soldier, Gredk officer,

and Greek sailor and Greek

tman, They train hard. They are ye >

serious about their mili

y activities and their military

oblitation and they are very serious about their deducation

to continued independence of their country against foreign

attack. These factors, and you see the result of these factors,




n.
T
L troops perborm

S

These are tests that

in the fact that their units are handled wall,

imed well, They perform excellent mainte

£ which is old and hard to maintain.

Commanders and sénior staff will be making when they observe

forces.
eolumn entWedla b
To garterdegs Waskpd Prud Wi [Cas o sy~ deem 4 et B
M». Demetracc H»ulns) *SAa)dJuc» have-‘md’"l TsTTontact of
B LR IS TR P
with papdopaules —- wcw do you see the schthc!n flank - Qumiacopoades i
oL diae e vy Sh Said Ve huwe hos
elos cornar o)

\_/mwm - contribution(oF Greecs?
Sonsins S ATO

A.  Well, that is just it. It is important contribution,

Q.

ibuti I think Gr

At is inad b1

secusity hegnuze of nvembe\'sl‘xp in the Alliance and the

Alliance fon the participation of Greece. Iam not
Sthose e
with the views of &= gentlem#n you menticned

bt Il
Mi1itar

familiar

to be able to comment v and security views of the

matter lead me to the conviction that we have achieved stable

2
sithogt Greece it would be

security situation in that area,,

not possible to conceive maintenance of balance and stability

PR




